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optic cables are becoming more widely used in
the communications industry. In general, a fiber
optic cable has a central glass or plastic core, and
one or more glass fiber strands surrounding the
core. The one or more glass fiber strands are
protected by a buffer layer and a protective layer.
The buffer layer typically comprises a resin, such
as a thermoset resin or a thermoplastic resin, and
the protective layer typically comprises a
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thermoplastic resin. In order to establish the
desired core-to-core coupling, the ends of
adjacent cores are butted together and the cable
Is then adhesively sealed. In addition, the ends of
the buffer and protective layers are typically
stripped of their exterior coverings, which is
desirable, because no protective coverings are
required when the cable is bent. While removing
the coverings from the buffer and protective
layers, it is essential to keep the buffer layer
and/or the protective layer from pulling or skiving
off of the one or more glass fibers. Moreover, it is
desirable to keep the stripped area of the buffer
layer and the protective layer small, since a larger
stripped area makes the assembly of the
connectors more difficult and expensive. The prior
art describes various methods and apparatus for
making fiber optic cables. One method of
preparing a fiber optic cable involves wrapping
and bonding a buffer layer around the glass fibers.
The buffer layer is typically supplied as a tape
which has been coated onto a backing. When a
heat fusing process is used, the buffer layer is
heated above its glass transition temperature,
where the adhesive between the glass fibers and
the buffer layer becomes liquid and the adhesion
between the glass fibers and the buffer layer
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improves. The tape containing the heated and
softened buffer layer is then applied to the glass
fibers and bonded thereto. The result is a fiber
optic cable with a buffer layer and a protective
layer bonded to
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