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selectors have made an early switch in the bowling order with Shane Watson preferred to Mitchell Starc. Watson, who was rested for the win over Sri Lanka in Perth in the final Test, was brought into the team for the first day of the tour match against the Aussies' second XI. He was
asked to bowl out of position in the order despite his troublesome back and made a good fist of a crucial spell late on the fourth day, ending with 2-65. Watson was the most successful bowler in the match and it marks a big endorsement of the NSW left-armer that was brought into

the team for the final Test of the series after Starc was ruled out for the foreseeable future with an injured ham-string tendon. On a surface that was too flat for Starc it would have been a colossal risk to turn to Watson, not least because of his back history. But he took two first-
innings wickets, the last in the final over on the last day. "We were keen to have a look at him [Watson] for the first Test. He's a guy who has been successful for Australia in the past and he has had success at this level when he's been able to step up," Michael Clarke said of the New

South Wales bowler. "With regards to the injury, he has gone right through, but he certainly has the knack of coming back from injuries. "Obviously if you can get his rhythm at this level, he's done it before. He had a really good spell the other day and obviously we put him in the
middle order, looked to get him under pressure to see if he can get a wicket. He produced a really good spell for us. "The back is a big issue for him as we've seen c6a93da74d
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